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Greetings from Rabbi Mark Mallach 
(973) 376-0539 x 15 ridinrebbe@aol.com 

 
There is an old joke that posits that if God was to be a college professor, 

then God would never earn the status of tenure. Here are the reasons: 
 

1. He has only one major publication and it was in Hebrew. 
2. It had no reference and it wasn’t published in a referred journal. 
3. Some even doubt that God wrote it. 
4. It may be true that God created the world, but what has God done since then? 
5. The scientific community had a hard time replicating God’s results. 
6. When one experiment went awry, God tried to cover it up by drowning the 

subjects. 
7. God rarely came to class, just told students to read the Book. 
8. God expelled God’s first two students for failing their first tests. 
9. Although there were only ten requirements, most students fail God’s tests. 
10. God’s office hours were infrequent and usually held on a mountaintop. 

 
Now, here is the punch line to the joke – to understand these 10 reasons (and why there 
are even 10), one needs a solid Judaic education. Hence, the reason your children are in 
Religious School. However, Jewish education is not a joking matter – we take it with 
earnest seriousness as we strive to enrich and enlighten your children in a supportive and 
loving environment.  
 
As your Rabbi, I ask that you, too, do your fair share and give your full cooperation to the 
school and its programs. Ask and demand of yourselves how you can be positive Jewish 
role models to your children. Here is one suggestion: When it comes to our Youth 
Services, do drop your children off in the designated room and then JOIN US IN THE 
SANCTUARY as we celebrate Shabbat. 
 
Let’s work together to fortify our children’s Jewish lives. See you in cyberspace (and at 
TBA). 
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TEMPLE BETH AHM YISRAEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 

Karen Kerstein chairs our School Board. Meetings are open to the 
congregation, but if you wish to speak at one, it is necessary to contact Karen 
and request that your item be put on the agenda. (The School Board meets on 
Tuesdays at 7:45 p.m.) Please consult the Temple Calendar for Religious 
School Board meeting dates 
 

 
 

NAME    RESPONSIBILITY  PHONE 
 
Rabbi Mark Mallach  Rabbi              973-376-0539 x 15 
 
Cantor Richard Nadel  Cantor   973-376-0539 x 14 
 
Karen Ross Kerstein  Chair    973-379-0476 
 
Steve Yoselevich   Vice President  908-810-0386 
 
Michele Weiss   PA Chair   973-467-3839 
 
Layni Rothbort   Mitzvah Coupons  973-376-2125 
 
Sue Blanco    Member-at-Large             973-379-1744  
   
Cheryl Gottfried Weintraub Bagel Sales   973-912-8973 
 
Fran Sandler    Member-at-Large  973-379-7120 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PARENT ASSOCIATION 
 

The Parent Association supports the Religious School and provides one way for parents to 
participate in their children’s religious education. 
 
The Parent Association acts as a liaison between the parents and the Religious School 
Board. 
 
The functions of the Parents Association are: 
 
1. To assist in conducting special programs in school-wide events. 
2. The coordination of parents’ responsibilities 
3. The securing of class parents. 
 
The Parents Association will be actively involved in fundraising for the purpose of 
enhancing the quality of our children’s education. The Parent Association is the members 
association and out goal is 100% membership. Dues are $5.00 per family, added to your 
bill. 
 
The following is a list of committees of the Parent Association: 
 
o Membership 
o Fund Raising: this includes bagel sales and the Passover candy sale. 
o Book Fair 
o Class Parents 
o Phone Chain 
 
Please volunteer – Your participation will strengthen our Parent Association as well 
as contribute to the enrichment of your child’s education. Thank you.   
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name ___________________________  Phone Number ___________________ 
 
would like to be:  
 
________   1.)  Class Parent  (Child’s Name _______________________________ ) 

________   2.)  Bagel Sales Volunteer (Sunday 9:00-10:00 AM)   

________   3.)  Book Fair Volunteer – November to December 

________   4.)  Candy Sale organization volunteer – January to March 

________   5.)   Publicity (Be the first to know!) 

 
Send to: Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael, 60 Temple Drive, Springfield, NJ 07081  
Attn: RS PA 
Feel free to fax this form to the synagogue: 973-376-5478 
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COURSE OF STUDY 
 
 

The curriculum includes T’fillot  (prayers), Mitzvot (Commandments), Tikkun Olam 
(improving the world), Israel, holiday and Shabbat observance and guides us in our 
relationship with God and the Jewish People. Through 
this curriculum, we promote the principles and practices 
of the Conservative Movement. 
 
 
SCHOOL-WIDE PROGRAMS 
 
 
THE MITZVAH LADDER PROGRAM 
 
"Vaya'asu B'nai Yisrael asher tzivah Hashem et Moshe 
ken asu” 
“And the children of Israel did thus; according to all 
that the Lord has commanded Moses, so did they.” 
(Num 1:54) 
 
Since our acceptance of the Torah at Sinai, we have 
chosen a way of life based on God’s commandments 
known as Mitzvot (plural of Mitzvah). While we 
colloquially use the term Mitzvot interchangeably with 
“good deeds”, Mitzvot are usually commandments, the 
infrastructure of our daily activities and the Jewish 
calendar. 
 
The Mitzvah Ladder Curriculum is designed to 
introduce the students and their families to Mitzvot and 
create opportunities for these Mitzvot to be performed 
with competence. Blessings and Mitzvah performance 
are taught during class so that the Mitzvot can be 
accurately fulfilled either in the home or synagogue. 
Each grade learns a different set of Mitzvot connected 
to holidays and life cycle events, which build on each 
other. 
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THE HEBREW/T’FILLAH CURRICULUM 
 
The world stands on three things: Torah, Worship and Deeds of Loving kindness” (Pirke 
Avot). We strive to provide each student with the opportunity to grow Jewishly and 
achieve proficiency in Religious observances. The Hebrew Reading/T’filah Program 
offers a new approach to teaching and learning Hebrew. Every class from Kitah Dalet to 
Kitah Zayin is responsible for leading prayers during Shabbat, as well as participating in 
weekday services during class sessions. Using a variety of  texts and supplementary 
materials including Mitkadem, Shema is for Real, Hineni  and other texts, the program 
works in tandem with services to develop fluency in the appropriate prayers, as well as 
provide an explanation of the place of each prayer in the order of the service. 
 
THE PRIMARY PROGRAM  - Nitzanim, Kohavim and Kitah Bet 
 

Our primary grade program is geared for students, ages 5 through 7, attending grades 
Kindergarten through Second in the Public schools. The program is designed to introduce 
the students to simple Hebrew prayers and blessings, phrases, Holiday and Shabbat 
traditions and observances, Torah stories, Hebrew letter recognition skills and simple 
vocabulary. Students will become familiar with the concepts of Synagogue, 
����� Mitzvot,  ����� Tzedakah, and Biblical personalities through crafts, music, food 
and drama and begin to see the world through Jewish eyes. Parents are strongly 
encouraged to attend school–wide programs and learn with their child.  We will emphasize 
a love of Israel, and the place of the child in the Jewish Community. 
 
Our Nitzanim and Kohavim classes consist of kindergarten and 1st grade students, and have 
a curriculum consisting of Hebrew, Torah, Israel, Shabbat, Holidays and Mitzvot ���� . 
Kitah Bet (grade 2) builds on these subjects as well as skill-building in letter and word 
decoding. Simple Hebrew conversation is utilized.  
  
 
THE ELEMENTARY PROGRAM - Grades: Kitah Gimmel through Kitah Hey 
 

Below is a brief description of the major curriculum elements in each grade. Music, 
Tzedakah, T’fillah, Mitzvot and holidays are incorporated in each grade, as well as the 
exploration of our relationship to Israel and the strengthening of our connection to the 
State. 
 
Kitah Gimmel  (Grade 3)    
 
Primary Focus is on the Hebrew Aleph-Bet. By year’s end, students will be able to 
recognize all letters and vowels in their print forms and read in an increasingly fluent 
manner. They will use a core vocabulary of every-day and prayer words and phrases, as 
well as the concepts that they define. Brachot and T’fillot are introduced at the beginning 
of the year, culminating in the participation in the Kabbalat Shabbat Service near the end 
of the year. Students will study Bible from creation through the time of Moses, as well as 
delve into their partnership with God. Students receive a Siddur at a culminating 
ceremony.  
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Kitah Dalet  (Grade 4)  
 

There will be continued focus on fine-tuning Hebrew reading and writing skills and 
developing increasing fluency and accuracy. Students study Siddur “geography”, 
vocabulary and major ideas and concepts in the prayers. The self-paced Hebrew/T’filah 
reading curriculum is used, with teachers facilitating as well as leading discussions of 
prayer concepts. Students will have a full year course of study on the State of Israel 
enriched through their participation in an ongoing relationship with an Israeli family; they 
will also have a major unit on Brachot. The weekly Torah portion will be read and 
discussed, and the students will delve into the Jewish concept of a relationship with G-d. 
Competency and confidence will be showcased at a service at the end of the year. 
 
Kitah Hey  (Grade 5) 
 

The Hebrew program continues, with the focus on the Mincha, Ma’ariv and Havdalah 
services. STUDENTS AND PARENTS WILL PARTICIPATE IN A SPECIAL 
HAVDALAH SERVICE DURING THE YEAR, FOLLOWED BY A SPE CIAL 
FIELD TRIP TREAT FOR THE STUDENTS .  Continuation of the Mitkadem self-
paced Hebrew/T’filah curriculum; some of the prayers covered are the Shema and its 
blessings, Ashrei and the special blessings we use to separate the holy from the everyday. 
Jewish studies this year will focus on a basic Judaism program highlighting Life Cycle, 
ethics, Kashrut, Am Yisrael and Derech Eretz- and an understanding of Jewish History 
until the Civil War.  We will use Babaganews for current events issues. 
 
 
UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
 

A major component of the Kitah Vav/ Zayin curriculum is the Bar/ Bat Mitzvah program. 
This is a program designed for pre-Bar/Bat Mitzvah students (with family participation) to 
familiarize them with the terminology, traditions and obligations associated with the 
celebration of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. These sessions are designed for parents and children 
together and are spread out over the Kitah Vav and Kitah Zayin year. (see page 9) 
Babaganews is used in the upper grades as a resource for current events and relevant 
issues. In addition, the Upper School includes continuation of Mitkadem, history, group 
T’fillot, Music, Israel, Tzedakah and the Mitzvah Ladder curriculum. 
 
Kitah Vav (Grade 6)    
 

The Shabbat morning service is the concentration this year – the Amidah, the morning 
Brachot, and a review of the Shema and its blessings, as well as the “choreography” 
associated with the Torah service. This year’s Judaic program also includes a basic 
Judaism program highlighting Torah, and concepts related to it. The students will be 
challenged to develop ethical values through text study of Jonah and Ruth, as well as Pirke 
Avot and discussions of actual situations. As a class, the students will choose and complete 
an in-depth Tikkun Olam (community service) project during the year. History lessons 
continue from the Civil War to the Holocaust. Students carry on in the Mitkadem program 
for Hebrew and T’fillah.  
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Kitah Zayin (Grade 7)    
 
The curriculum in Kitah Zayin offers the students opportunities to be involved in 
community work, as well as classroom instruction. Kitah Zayin students will cover their 
Torah and Haftorah portions, as well as the accompanying blessings.  Comprehensive 
discussions on current events will focus on the Jewish aspects of modern dilemmas, 
complete with text references and videos and speakers from the community. The students 
will be able to explore cults and anti-Semitism in their historical and cultural perspectives. 
The Holocaust curriculum will focus on heroes of the resistance. Students will be given the 
opportunity to perform community service in the school on Sunday mornings from 9-
10am, from February to May. Field trips to local community agencies will provide 
opportunities for Tikkun Olam (community service). Occasional “special sessions” will 
have speakers or hands-on activities.  
 
SPECIAL BAR/BAT MITZVAH PREP CLASSES ARE SET UP IN ADVANCE OF 
EACH STUDENT’S DATE SO THAT THEY CAN PRACTICE IN THE SANCTUARY 
UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A MASTER TEACHER.  
 

1. Tuesday afternoons from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
2. Sundays 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m., from September through the end of January 
3. Two class periods from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., from February until the end of 

school. (Bar/Bat Mitzvah support will be available from 9:00-10:00 AM) 
4. Certain Sundays between February and May are designated for field trips and may 

start as early as 8:45 AM. Please refer to the calendar for those dates.  
 
Kitah Vav/ Zayin Seminar: 
 

The purpose of these seminars is to foster the principle of students and parents learning 
together. For each of the 7 scheduled seminars, every Kitah Vav or Zayin student will have 
in attendance at least one parent or guardian (grandparents are welcome to attend). Please 
block out the 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon time slot for the dates listed in your letter from Rabbi 
Mallach or the School Calendar. 
 

Each seminar session will have a distinct topic that is germane to the over-arching theme 
of B’Nai Mitzvah. Prior to each session, a reminder letter will be sent home that will 
include the specific topic for that seminar and often some preparatory material, if 
applicable. Rabbi Mallach will lead and facilitate the seminars along with Cantor Nadel, 
the Kitah Vav or Zayin faculty, and the special guests. 
  

Throughout the year, students will be involved in several short-term Tzedakah projects, 
and each student will undertake an individual long-term Tzedakah project. Since the 
students will be learning about Tallit and T’fillin  in preparation for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
please acquire a set of T’fillin  prior to the first 
session. Tallitot are available outside of the 
sanctuary. Contact the school office for information 
on purchasing both of these items. 
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SHABBAT PROGRAMS 
 
A vital element of our Religious School is the mandatory Youth Service program for 
students in grades – Gimmel through Vav (3rd –6th). The children must attend 12 out of 
26 services of their choice. There are many opportunities throughout the year for your 
child to participate in these specially designed prayer sessions. From September to May, 
we have 26 Teacher- led Youth Services. We also have special services during High 
Holidays, as well as other holidays and Shabbatot during the year. Once a month there is 
an “Explorer Shabbat” where parents are invited and students receive extra “half credits” 
towards their requirements.  From this myriad of choices, we expect your child to attend at 
least 12 times. Tot Shabbat and Mini Minyan (Grades K-2) take place at the same time as 
Youth Services but are not mandatory. For children who attend 18 services or more, a 
certificate and gift are awarded at the end of the year.  
 
This program is held for 1-½ hours, from 10:30- noon every Saturday that precedes a 
Religious School Sunday class. Please refer to the calendar for exact dates, as there may 
be exceptions. There is also a copy of the Youth Service Attendance card that is kept in the 
chapel for each student. Please use it to keep your own records. 
 
The program will include the following: 

1. A student-centered participatory Shabbat morning service. 
2. Experiential Shabbat activities based on the weekly Torah portion or holiday. 
3. Kiddush 

In addition to this, we are presenting a once-a-month EXPLORER SHABBAT, a chance to 
delve deeper into the prayers. Parents are encouraged to accompany their children on the 
first Shabbat of the month for this exciting and interesting session.  
 
The Synagogue and Religious School Board have instituted a rule wherein Youth 
Service attendance is a prerequisite for Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and those children who do not 
attend the required number of services during the school year will not be allowed to have 
their ceremony in the Sanctuary. Attendances may “roll over” from one year to the next, 
and need to be made up as soon as possible but no later than the Kitah Vav year. 
 
Students (and parents, of course) should come dressed appropriately for Shabbat worship. 
Girls should wear a dress or skirt and blouse or sweater. Boys should wear nice slacks (no 
jeans or sweats) and a collared shirt. (Think: public school chorus concert apparel.)  Shoes 
are preferable over sneakers (but we are realistic!). If sports activities are scheduled for 
after services, feel free to use the restrooms to change into team apparel.  
 
ADDITIONAL SHABBAT REQUIREMENTS FOR BAR/BAT MITZVAH YEAR  
 
Students will be expected to attend 2 Friday evening and 8 Shabbat morning services at 
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael beginning one year before the date of their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
All Shabbat sanctuary attendance requirements must be completed by two months before 
the date of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  Up to two of the eight Shabbat service requirements 
may be fulfilled by attendance at any other occasion during which the Torah is read 
at Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael. 
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In order to document your child’s participation in this program, coupons are given at the 
family meeting with Rabbi Mallach, or are available in the school office. This year’s 
contact person is Layni Rothbort (973) 376-2125. Please bring the completed coupons to 
the Synagogue with you and place them in the box located on the Bimah after services. 
This will ensure that your child’s presence is recorded and properly credited.   
 
 

A WORD ABOUT REGISTRATION FORMS & TUITION 
 
All registration forms including information about allergies, emergency contacts, and a 
medical release for MUST be completed BEFORE any child will be admitted. There are 

two copies of each form. Please fill out both for our records.  
 
Parents are reminded that Temple policy requires payment of the first ½ of tuition by 
September 1st. The remainder must be paid by January 1st. If you have not paid your 
obligation within 55 days after payment was due, your child will not be permitted to attend 
Religious School. 

                                                            
 
SCHOOL HOURS: 
 
Tuesday 4:00- 6:00 p.m.  Nitzanim (K) Kohavim (1st ) 
      Kitah Gimmel, Kitah Dalet, Kitah Hey 
      Kitah Vav and Kitah Zayin (3rd-7th) 
 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12 Noon  Kitah Bet- Kitah Vav (2nd -6th) 
  9:00 a.m. – 12 Noon  Kitah Zayin – September – January and  
      Seminar dates 
 
  9:45 a.m. – 12 Noon  Kitah Zayin (7th ) February– May 
      * See the school calendar for Kitah Vav and  
      Kitah Zayin Seminar dates, when students and 
      parents are required to arrive at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Saturday 10:30 a.m. – 12 Noon  Mandatory: 12 out of 26 sessions for Youth                          
      Service for Kitah Gimmel through Kitah Vav 
      (3rd-6th) 
  
*See page 11 for Bar Mitzvah requirements. 
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SNOW 
 
When Springfield schools are closed, or close early, we will NOT have classes. If there is 
a delayed opening in the public schools, Hebrew School WILL  be in session. On Sundays, 
if the weather makes travel hazardous, our school will close. A phone “blast” will inform 
families of changes in schedule. If you wish to have a cell phone number as your contact 
number, notify Merle in the school office.  A voice message will be recorded regarding 
school closings and may be accessed by dialing (973) 376-0539 X 18*. 
 

                  *Note new extension.                                   
 
 
 
 
FIRST DAY PROCEDURES AND CLASS SUPPLIES 
 
School will begin with an assembly of students in Kitot (the plural of Kitah) Bet through 
Zayin (1st-7th) in the Beit K’nesset (Sanctuary) on the first day of school (see calendar.)  
Geveret (Ms.) Buchbinder will be there to greet the students and parents. Boys must wear a 
Kipah. Girls are encouraged to do so. You are invited to bring your own.  
 
Nitzanim and Kohavim (K-1) students begin classes on the first Tuesday of school. 
Parents of students in Nitzanim are encouraged to escort them to the class to assure a 
smooth transition. 
 
Students in Nitzanim – Kitah Gimmel (3rd) should bring a smock to class on the first  
day. It will remain in school. An old over-sized shirt will be fine. We expect to have  
many craft projects and want to insure that clothing remains clean. 
 
Students in Kitah Gimmel (3rd ) – Kitah Zayin (7th) should be prepared with a pen or 
pencil, a notebook and a folder, as well as some sort of carrying bag.  
 
Since TBA Religious School encourages making the world a better place, all 
students are encouraged to bring some change for Tzedakah (charity) each day. 
 
Students can purchase a bagel and juice on Sundays for $3.00, and can buy a 
snack and a water for $0.75 each before 4:05 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
    
                                                                        
ROOM ASSIGNMENTS- students will receive room assignments on the first day of  
school during assembly.  
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GENERAL SCHOOL PROCEDURES AND POLICIES  
 
ARRIVAL – On Tuesdays, students should report to their classroom. On Sundays, 
students in Kitah Dalet-Kitah Zayin (4th-7th) should go directly to the Sanctuary for 
T’fillot. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
“The day is short; the work is plentiful”. (Pirke Avot) 
 
In case of absence, parents are expected to send a note of explanation. Regular 
attendance is a requirement for promotion and fulfillment of Bar/Bat Mitzvah standards. 
Teachers will provide assistance in making up assignments missed during any illness, and 
teachers are available either in person or by phone or e-mail to provide individual 
assistance. A note will be sent home after 3 consecutive absences. Absences over 20% 
(for any reason) will require individual tutoring a t the family’s expense and/or 
additional work to be completed over the summer. * If a child enters Temple Beth Ahm 
Yisrael Religious School after Kitah Gimmel (3rd grade), they will be evaluated for 
competence in reading and general knowledge.  If remediation is required, it will be 
arranged by us at the parents’ expense and made in consultation with the Principal. 
 
Children are also required to attend a minimum of 12 Youth Services, which are held each 
week that school is in session. Attendance will count towards earning a magical mystery 
prize (see last page). Also, in the event of a simcha, participation in ONE regular Shabbat 
morning service at Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael may be used towards fulfilling the Youth 
Services attendance requirement. See page 12 for more information. 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
We want every student to be able to achieve the maximum he or she is capable of in all 
areas of study. Skills develop through consistent practice, especially in the area of the 
Hebrew language. It is sometimes necessary to assign students some homework, which 
will be limited to approximately 10- 15 minutes per night. Students are expected to fulfill 
homework assignments regularly.  Teachers are available by telephone and/or email in 
case of questions concerning the assignments. 
 
PROMOTION:  Students must fulfill the attendance requirements (see above) and 
complete assigned homework to be eligible for promotion to the next grade level and 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Refer the section on Shabbat Programs for more information. 
 
CLASS VISITATION 
 
Students may NOT bring friends to visit Religious School classes. Parents who desire to 
visit must make prior arrangements with the Principal. 
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QUESTIONS AND/OR CONCERNS 
 
Should you have a question relating to classroom dynamics, please call the Religious 
School office for clarification.  
 
Parents who feel that their needs have not been adequately addressed may contact the 
Religious School Chairperson, Karen Kerstein (973-379-0476.) Only questions of overall 
policy should be brought to the attention of the entire School Board. However, if you wish 
to speak at a Religious School Board meeting, you should contact the Chair prior to the 
meeting in order to be included in the agenda. 
 
 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
 
The program devised for our children is quite ambitious and requires every minute of class 
time to achieve our goals. Therefore, we ask that students not leave school early except 
for medical or personal emergencies. Attempts should be made to arrange doctor’s 
appointments on days when children are not in Religious School. 
 
If an early dismissal is absolutely necessary, students must bring a note to the teacher and 
have it approved by the Principal. Parents must then pick up their children at the 
Principal’s office and sign the sign-in book. DO NOT GO TO THE CLASSROOM TO 
COLLECT YOUR CHILD . No student will be allowed to leave class and go to the 
parking lot to a waiting car or to walk home alone. We are concerned about the safety and 
welfare of all children and want to be sure that all students are being released only to the 
proper authorized individuals. If there are matters of custody pertaining to pick-up, 
please make sure to inform the school as soon as possible. 
 
The last 15 minutes of class are particularly hectic as children complete their lesson, 
cleanup and prepare to leave. There is also a car line-up in the parking lot at this time. With 
the exception of an absolute last-minute emergency, no one will be allowed to sign out 
children during this time. 
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REPORTS TO PARENTS and CONFERENCES 
 
We hope that there will be ongoing communication between the school and the parents. 
Please feel free to contact the school if you wish to speak to your child’s teacher about a 
scholastic or social issue. 
 
There will be an open school period on the first day of classes, after the opening program 
in the sanctuary. Parents will be invited to visit their child(ren)’s classroom (s) for 10 
minutes. Teachers will introduce themselves and explain a bit about their classes for the 
year. This will not be an appropriate time for individual conferences.  
 
Report cards will be distributed twice annually: January and the end of the School year. 
Reports will consist of evaluation marks and an anecdotal report on the topics covered in 
class. The report card will contain an option for both parents and teachers to request 
conferences. The school office will facilitate meetings, where you may have an extended 
discussion of your child’s progress. 
 
Interim reports will be sent home in the middle of each marking period to notify you only 
if your child is having difficulty in any subject area. 
 
 
TOM-CHUI – TZEDAKAH 
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DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 

 
Teachers will make every effort to address disciplinary issues within the confines of the 
classrooms.  Should further disciplinary action be necessary, the following procedures will 
be in effect and used as warranted: 
 
1) First Offense: The child will speak with the Educational Director and then will be sent  
    back to class.  The parent is called by the teacher. 
 
2) Second Offense: The child is removed from the classroom situation, will speak with  
     the Educational Director, and then parents are called by the child and the Educational 
     Director.  The child then returns to class. 
 
3) Third Offense:  The child is removed from class and the parents are called by the  
     Educational Director and asked to take the child home immediately.  The child is  
     suspended from school for two class days.  A conference will be scheduled. 
 
4)  Fourth Offense:  Can result in a prolonged suspension or possible expulsion.  In the  
     event of an expulsion, the student will have the right to a hearing.  The child and  
     parents may go before a panel of people including the Educational Director, the  
     school board chair, the teacher, the Vice President of Education, and the Rabbi for a      
     hearing. 
 
Any child who is expelled from Religious School may be denied a “traditional Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah ceremony in the custom of Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael.*  The Seventh grade year 
must be completed in order for the student to be able to attend Teen Institute.  These 
procedures are based on the discretion of the Educational Director in consultation with 
Rabbi, depending on the severity of the infraction.   
 
Any evidence of physical violence or stealing of any item will not be tolerated and will 
result in immediate suspension and possible expulsion. 
 
*For purposes of this policy, traditional is defined as having an assigned date, or           
being assigned a date, having lessons with the Cantor and Mrs. Neibart and have the 
ceremony in the Sanctuary. 
 

(Please keep top portion for reference) 
���� -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Please tear off and return to classroom teacher) 
 

I have read and understand the Code of Responsibilities and Expectations, and I agree to 
abide by these terms. 
 
 
____________________                  ___________________        ____________________ 
            Student                                               Parent                                   Parent 
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SNACKS                                                      
 
On Sunday mornings and Tuesday afternoons, a regular 
snack time will be planned for each class. Our Parent 
Association sells bagels for $2.25 and juice for $0.75 on 
Sunday mornings. Children are encouraged to participate in 
this program, which provides needed funds for our school 
programs. On Tuesdays a snack cart will be available for 
students until 4:03 p.m., with snacks selling for $.75 per item. 
Students are allowed to purchase one snack and one water. 
 
Products brought in from outside must be from a Kosher bakery on our approved list. 
Please contact the office for the names of kosher bakeries on the list. (The only Kosher 
Dunkin Donuts are in Elizabeth and Highland Park.)  
 
Eating, drinking, or gum chewing during class time will be under the control of each 
teacher, who may allow it for specific parties, holiday celebrations or snack time. Please 
notify the Principal at the beginning of the school year if your child requires an additional 
snack for medical or other legitimate reasons. 

 
Reminder: all items must be in sealed packages. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
We encourage your children to participate in our exciting programs. The KADIMA  group 
is designed for students in grade 7 and 8. The USY group is for grades 9-12. The purpose 
of these groups is to supplement the school experience. These are primarily groups for 
having fun in a Jewish setting. 
 
FAMILY EDUCATION 
 
We need every family to help us with the educational process. We need you to help your 
children understand that what they learn at school is important to you. We, as a school, will 
be encouraging each family to become involved in the educational experience through a 
series of family services, workshops, programs and “take-home” projects. In addition to 
the scheduled events, parents are welcome to participate in Sunday morning services, 
which begin our school day, and other school assemblies. 
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PICK-UP AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURE 
 
The procedure is as follows: 
 
1. There will be a guard stationed in the parking lot to facilitate the line-up. 

2. Cars coming for pick-up after Religious School will drive past the main 
Synagogue entrance, proceed around the parking lot and come to a stop at 
the cones, which will be placed at the far exit of the parking lot (see 
diagram on reverse). There will ONLY be parking in the center rows of 
the lot, leaving room for the cars to line up around the perimeter of the lot 
for dismissal. 

3. Two lines of cars will continue to grow back from the cones. When a place 
is found at the end of the line, the parents will TURN THEIR CARS OFF. 

4. When the students are dismissed, they will exit from the school and find 
their carpools. Teachers who have dismissal duty will be available to aid 
the students in getting to their cars. 

5. WHEN ALL STUDENTS ARE IN THEIR CARS, THE LINE WILL 
BE PERMITTED TO MOVE. UNTIL THEN, MOTORS REMAIN 
OFF! 

6. There will be no cutting out of line in order to leave before the allotted 
time. 

7. If a parent feels that they must leave early, they are to park on the 
residential part of Temple Drive, find their child and return to their car. 

8. ALL CARS THAT HAPPEN TO ALREADY BE PARKED ON THE 
SYNAGOGUE GROUNDS MUST REMAIN PARKED UNTIL 
DISMISSAL IS OVER. THE GUARD WILL THEN PERMIT THEM 
TO MOVE. 

9. One can only enter the parking lot up to 2 minutes before the end of 
school. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER, THIS IS FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL OUR 
CHILDREN. 
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